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THE DREAM BEGINS
Alex stands at the gate and whistles.  With one swift movement, mane and tail flowing in the air a magnificent black Arabian stallion canters to where he stands and prances around him. 
The Black Stallion Movies … could this have been where the dreams of little girls began?  It was certainly where mine did.  However sadly, due to the scarcity of black Arabians in South Africa, owning a black Arabian stallion remains just that for most people – a dream.   Is it possible that the tide may be turning for them?
“THE BLACK PEARL”
According to Debi Spitzfaden (PhD) it is possible that as few (or even less) as two percent of purebred Arabians are true blacks.  It is for this reason that the black Arabian has often been referred to as “The Black Pearl”.
Fortunately in recent times many extremely successful black Arabian breeding programmes have been established and with the influence of the Egyptian and Polish bloodlines, black Arabians are currently being bred in greater numbers throughout the world.

THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE BLACK ARABIAN HORSE AMONG THE ARABS
Debi Spitzfaden says the following in an article appearing in the Pacific & Southwest Arabian Magazine: 

Black horses have been rare, coveted and surrounded by mystique since antiquity. In the ancient Arab world, the horse's color was often associated with certain characteristics. Bays were said to be surefooted and enduring; chestnuts the most swift, grey were ceremonial favorites and the black horse was said to be the bearer of good fortune. The Prophet Mohammed, founder of Islam, is thought to be responsible for much of the Bedouins' color symbolism for horses. It is said that his favorite mare was a black and led a force 300 horses strong during the first battle of Islam.

It is perhaps because of this symbolism as well as the extreme rarity of true black Arabian horses that they were typically reserved only for the stables of sheiks and high government officials.”
Prince Mohammed Aly of Egypt, taken from his notes on Arab, type and colour states: “The black horse, being very rare and more full-blooded was reserved for chiefs!”
IDENTIFYING THE TRUE BLACK

The Arabian Horse Registry characterizes the black Arabian as “The entire coat, including the muzzle, flanks, and legs, must be black with the exception of white markings. If any doubt arises between black and dark bay, black can be determined by noting the fine black hair on the muzzle."
The black Arabian comes in various shades of black – blue black, jet black, raven black and summer black.  All black Arabians do fade in the sun to various degrees, the least fading being the blue black Arabian*.
Black horses are born a “mousey” colour although there are exceptions when they are born black.  Foals that are born the “mousey” colour gradually become darker until they are completely black at approximately 4 years of age. According to international black Arabian breeders if a foal that will be black is born to a grey horse it should be born the “mousey” colour.  If a foal is born black from a grey parent there is a good chance that it will turn grey.
Black foals are sometimes born with a “tawny” colour in the tail.  This may or may not gradually go black as the horse ages.
If the foal is going to shed to grey it will normally show signs of greying between 6 months to a year, often even much earlier.  There have however been foals that have appeared to be black until 2 years of age and then have gradually shedded out to grey.  A foal must have at least one grey parent in order to shed to grey. The first signs of greying will usually appear on the face (especially around the eyes), flanks and the legs of the foal.  
BLACK COLOUR GENETICS
Colour comes from pigment in the hair.  There are two primary pigments in horses – black and red.  The gene G (grey) has the ability to obscure the actions of the allele of other coat colors.
There are two genes that play a role in determining whether a horse will be black:
1.
Gene E (Extension).  This is the Black Hair Pigment.   If a horse has black hair in its mane, tail, ears or legs, or over its whole body, then the animal possesses an allele of the E gene.
2.
Gene A (Agouti).  Gene A controls the distribution pattern of black hair.  The presence of the allele A in combination with E will confine the black hair to the points to produce a bay.

The place a gene occupies on the chromosome is referred to as the locus.  There are two genes (one from each parent) for each locus.

Lesli Kathman in her article Understanding Black Genetics, featured in The Arab Horse Society News – October 2003 explains how the E and A gene determines colour in a simple but effective manner.   She says that it is useful to think of the locus as asking two questions and giving two yes/no answers to these questions. 
The first question is posed to the first locus, Extension (E) and is “Will this horse have black pigment?”  If the genes answer is “no” (e) then the horse will be chestnut.  If the answer is “yes” (E – dominant) then the horse can have black pigment.  Chestnut horses have ee.  That is why a chestnut horse when bred to another chestnut will always produce a chestnut.  Horses with at least one “yes” (either EE or Ee) will have black pigment but whether the horse will be born black or not will depend on the second locus.
The question posed to the second locus or Agouti (A) is “Will the black pigment be restricted to the points?”  If the answer from this gene is “no” (a) then the horse will be black and if the answer is “yes” (A – dominant) then the horse will only have black points (mane, tail, ears and legs).  Horses with two “no” answers (aa) will be black if they can create black pigment.  Horses with at least one “yes” answer (AA or Aa) will have black points – if they can create black pigment.
All horses carry the answers to both questions posed to the Extension and the Agouti.  Even a chestnut horse has the answer to the Agouti question.  This means that while a chestnut cannot produce a black horse when bred to another chestnut, as long as the chestnut carries the correct genetic code for “all over black”, it will remain and can be passed on to the offspring.
For a horse to be black, at least one answer to the Extension question must be “yes” (EE or Ee) and both questions to Agouti question must be “no” (aa).  This is why the black colour can be both recessive and dominant.  According to Lesli Kathman, black is dominant to chestnut because the ability to make black pigment is dominant and black is recessive to bay because the unrestricted spread of black pigment is recessive.  This is why a bay and chestnut horse can produce a black foal.  Although the chestnut has no black pigment, he still has the “answers” at the Agouti locus telling the black where to go if it was present.  When a chestnut with the correct answer to the Agouti locus question (aa) is bred to a bay carrying a recessive black (Aa), a black horse can be born.
It is possible for a black foal to be born even though neither parent is black except in the case of two chestnut parents.
	

	


The homozygous black

A homozygous black horse has an “EE” answer to the Extension questions.

According to Margo Wiese in her article “The Black Mystique”, a black Arabian can only be proven to be homozygous by breeding them to chestnuts.  If a black horse has no chestnut parent and is bred to at least 20 chestnuts resulting in no chestnut offspring, the horse can be said to be a homozygous black.
A homozygous black (EE) can only pass on the dominant "E" black gene to their offspring while the heterozygous black (Ee) can either pass the dominant black gene "E" or the recessive red (chestnut) gene "e" on. A horse must inherit the recessive "e" gene from each parent to be chestnut. Therefore a homozygous black cannot produce a chestnut foal as there is no recessive red "e" gene to pass on.
The homozygous black will often produce a very dark bay or black bay with the absence of any red tints.  According to Margo Wiese, this horse can also be a carrier of the gene.  Although grey can override the colour, the gene will still remain but will be hidden.  A heterozygous black horse will also be black, but will carry a recessive chestnut gene which is masked by the black gene.  Margo Wiese believes that the dominant gene in an Arabian appears to be more predictable and follows an unbroken line.  However because of the vast number of dark bay and grey Arabians that mask the gene, it can be difficult to trace the line.

THE ORIGIN OF THE BLACK COAT COLOUR

Egyptian bloodlines have been the most influential as far as the black colour in Arabians go, particularly through the Babson Egyptian.  Fa-Serr sired 20 black foals and no chestnuts from, very likely, non-black mares. Fa Serr's influence was multiplied by his offspring Fa-Rousse (24 black get), Khemahr (20 black get), Ozem (29 black get), and Negem (17 black get and did not sire any chestnuts out of 93 foals).  Negem appears to be responsible for many unbroken lines of black – which according to Margie Wiese can be considered to be homozygous black. 

The desert bred Arabian Kuhailan Haifi is believed to be responsible for passing the black gene on through his son Ofir. This is where Fortel appears to have obtained his black genes from.  This line produced Witez II (first in this line to sire black - 14 black get), Bask (13 black get), Aladdinn (44 black get) and Fortel (9 black get). The blood of the black mares Czbessie and Kabron I are contained within the Witez II line, Bask and Aladdinn. The line of Kabron was passed on through Tajar and crosses the Czbessie II line in Amurath. Both of these root mares appear in the dam lines of Balalaika (the dam of Bask), Federacja (the dam of Witez II) and Lalage (the dam of Aladdinn).  The grey stallion Zarife and the grey mare Roda produced the black stallion Hallany Mistanny who sired 16 black foals.   Witez II sired Nitez (6 black get).  Nitez sired Niga (12 black get) who in turn sired G-Amigo (8 black get), Gamaar (1 black get) and the black Nizaun (17 black get). The line of Witez II through Nizaun contains no chestnut foals.  Bask (sired by the Ofir son Witraz), sired Port Bask (29 black get), who in turn sired Port Ebony Bask (20 black get). 
Most of the “new” black Egyptians seem to stem from the grey stallion Nazeer. This is a good example of how grey often masks the black phenotype.   There appears to be two ties between the new and old Egyptian lines - the root mare Venus (Hadban Enzahi strain) and the stallion Dahman (the sire of Rabdan).  Rabdan appears three times in the fifth generation of Nazeer's pedigree and also in the grandsire of Fadl.   Rabdan (son of Dahman) appears on both sides of the black stallion Gharib’s pedigree.  Gharib sired 15 black get.

BLACK PRODUCERS OF RECENT TIMES
Some notable producers of black in more recent times include Bey Shah (sired over 20 black get), Ansata Ibn Halima (6 black get), Adhem (whose grandsire was Nazeer – sired 32 black get), Saud el Ameer (sired over 70 blacks with no chestnuts), The Minstril (18 black get), Ali Jamaal, R. Ali Bey, Simeon Shai, Desperado V, Thee Desperado (10 black get) and Simeon Sadik.  All of these stallions are world class horses and are passing this same quality on to their progeny.
Although Morafic did not sire black offspring himself, his progeny did.  His black grandson Bhim Hisan has sired over 38 black get.
Cas Ole, the star of The Black Stallion movies sired 27
blacks in his lifetime. 

(Note:  In some instances of the more recent black producers, the estimations for the black progeny sired may have increased since this information was researched.)
RECENT BLACK ARABIAN SHOW CHAMPIONS AROUND THE WORLD

· Simeon Sadik (Asfour x Simeon Safanad)
· R. Ali Bey (Magic Dream x Bey Affair)

· R. Magic (Magic Dream x Bey Affair)
· HS Bellissima (Simeon Sadik x Baija)
· CAS Symphony (Simeon Sadik x Bur Sable)
· AH Kuda (Pilot x My Midnite Dancer)
· Wipera (Fawor x Wendeta)
· Shahteyna (Bey Shah x FW Forteyna)
· Elkasun Shazaar (Romanza AA x Shaheer Jessica)
THE BLACK ARABIAN IN SOUTH AFRICA
Several black Arabians have been bred in South Africa.  The black genes of these horses appear to be coming mainly through the line of Ibn Rabdan, grandson of Dahman.

Until recently despite the mystique surrounding the black Arabian and their rarity, prejudices in South Africa that the black Arabian is believed to be of inferior quality has prevented people from breeding for the black coat colour.

Fortunately over the last few years people have been realizing that the black Arabian can be of world-class quality and offer excellent type and good conformation.  To this end the black Arabian is becoming increasingly sort after and breeders are beginning to strive towards breeding quality black Arabians.

Elkasun Shazaar (SA Supreme Champion Colt Foal 2003) owned by Shareef Arabians, is one of South Africa’s few true black Arabian stallions and a black stallion you will find hard to forget.  Shazaar possesses exotic type and priceless Arabian quality.  He is living proof that the black coat colour combined with type, good conformation, outstanding temperament, breath-taking movement, and incredible presence is indeed possible.
Shazaar has many crosses to black and of the black producing horses discussed above Aladdinn, Lalarge, Bask, Bey Shah, Fortel, Kuhailan-haifi, Ofir, Witraz, Gamar, Witraz II, Nitez, Niga, Morafic, Fadl, Venus, Dahman and Gharib all occur in his pedigree.  Dahman, one of the main black producing Egyptian lines occurs numerous times throughout his pedigree on both his dam and sires side.
If several more quality black Arabians with such an incredible “black gene pool” can be bred in South Africa or imported we may well be on our way to fulfilling the dreams of little girls!
R. Magic
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